VOCABULARY STRATEGY
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In Europe, World War Il officially ended on May 5, 1945, or V-E
Day. The Allies were able to defeat e Axis powers for many rea-
sofes. Bocawse of their location, the Axis powers had to fight on sev-
eral fronts at the same me, Hitler also made some poor military
docisions, For example, he undercstimated the Soviet Union's abiliey
to fight. The huge productive capacity of the Undbod Sates was
another factor, At the same time, Allied bombing hindered Cerman
pﬂ:u:l'l.lﬂiurl.u'u:l-l;.nnpﬂnil B ecoamne sCarce., nlh-rmﬂ}'s:mnli'd
iha Lanftsadie.

Although Germany was defeated, the Allices stll had o defeat
the Japanese in the Pacific, By May 1942, the Japancse had gained
control of the Philippines, killing thousands during the Bataan
Daath March. Howover, after the battles of Midway and the Coral
Sea, the United States took the offensive. Ceneral Doeglas
MacArthur began an “island-hopping” campaign to recapture
islands from the Japanese. The Gaptured islands served 3s SIepping.
stongs b0 the net objective—lapan, The Americans gradually moved
cities ard industrics. Ab the same time, the British pashed Japanese
horces back o Ehe if Hurma and hMalaya

In early 1945, bloody battles on lwo Jima and Oldnawa showed
that the Japanese would fight to the death rather than surrender.
SoMme Vourg lapanese bocame kamikare pilots who few thedr
planes purposefully into US, ships, While Allled military leaders
planned o invade, scieniists offered another way to end the war,
They had conducted research, code-named the Manhattan Project,
that ked to the bullding of an atomic bomib for the Undéed States. The
mew LIS, president, Harry Treman, decided that dropping the bomb
wiould sive American lives. The Allies first issued & waming o the
Japancse o swurrender of face “uther and complete destruction,” but
the warning was ignomed. On August 6, 1945, a LS. plane dropped
an atomic bomb on the city of Hinoshima, instantly killing mone
than 70,000 people. Many more dicd from racliation sickness. When
the Japandse did not surrender, another bomb was dropped on

on August 9. The next day, Japan finally surmendered,
ending Workd War [L

Review Questions
1. What wene two reasons why the Allies were able 1o defeat the
Axis powers?

1 Why did Truman decade o drogs the slomic Bomb on Japan?




