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Fertile land along the MNile brought eary peoples o Egypt, and
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rich soil ercated by annual river Aoods. An carly government
formed o build dikes, reservoirs, and irrigation ditchos
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from the Mile's Arst cataract, or waterfall, almose to the coast
Lovwer Egyvpt covered the MNile's delia, or arca at the river's
mouth, About 3100 .., Menes, the king of Upper Egvpt,
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Egvpt's history is divided into three periods: the Old
EKingdom, the Middle Kingdom, and the Mew Kingdom
Fower |,'-.1----|.-|:I Froem onag |.1:I.'l1.'l‘-il:|.'_ or ruling |'.'||'.ml:l.'_ o another,
but Egypt generally stayed undted for over 2,000 years

During the Old Kingdom, pharaochs, or Egyvptian kings, ore-
ated a strong contral governmment. They st up a bureaucracy,
wiithl a wizier, or chicf minister of governmoent. The Great
Fyramids=s were built duringe the COld Kinedom.

The Middle Kingdom had uwnpredictable floods and rowvolies
"t.l'l‘_ leaders incroased !".l1|'|'||.'|l'.|‘|_ sonit armides for Mubian :.;-\.'||‘|_
and sent raders o exchange goods with Mesopotamian poeo
ples. But by 1700 .o, the Hyksos had conquered the Nile
delia, usinge a now millitary woeol: war chariois
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leaders arose and established the Mow Kingdom. One of these
rulers was Hatlshepsut, the first female pharaoh, She sent trad-
g '\-|"||.i'l'\-\. .'|||l:'||._' thie Mediterrancan and Fed Sea. Hos '\-'||.'F"'|'\--|'|'|,
Thutmose I, a great military leader, expanded Egypt to it
proatest sidxe. Muoch laver, Ramses 11 pushed farther north
Duuring his rule, Egvpt fought the HFlittites and signed a peace
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Arourd 1100 g.c., | gypoan civilizabon weakemsd. A series
of invaders conguersd the rich land. In 332 B.C., the Grecks
ook over as the last Egyptian I.'l:lu:'l.'l'ul'l.' endod. Them dry S B g

the Bomans displaced the Grocks,
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